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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

December 24, 2024
Pre-Service Music Susan Beagle,and Mary Ellen Clinard, piano
Words of Welcome
Prelude “Breath of Heaven” arr. Mark Hayes

Susan Beagle, piano

*Call to Worship

One: On this holy night we gather to hear the angel proclaim to us:
Do not be afraid, | am bringing you good news of great joy!

All:  To us is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is the Messiah.

One: We come with haste to see what has taken place.

All:  We come to join with the angels, singing:

One: Glory to God in the highest!

All:  And on earth peace!

*Processional Hymn “Q, Come All Ye Faithful”
O come, dll ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.

Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels!

CHORUS: O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, lo, he shuns not the Virgin'’s womb;
Son of the Father, begotten not created,
Repeat CHORUS

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
Repeat CHORUS

Yeaq, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory given.

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
Repeat CHORUS.



*Unison Prayer
Eternal God,
as our song still echoes
we stand amazed with the shepherds
at the wonders of your love.
Pour out your grace upon us as we worship
so that we may receive this great gift
that you so generously give.
May the good news of this day
inspire us to share your love with all people.
In the name of Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 9:2-9
Reading Luke 2:1-7
Hymn “What Child Is This?”

What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

Reading Luke 2:8-14

Hymn “Joy To The World”
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.



Reading Luke 2:15-20

Special Music “This Holy Night/O Holy Night”
Temple Choir
Susan Beagle, piano

Meditation “Quirinius is a Hard Word”
*Offertory “Wake the World with Joy”
Duane Gordon, Solo
Temple Choir

Offertory Prayer

*Doxology “What Child is This”
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh.
Come, peasant, king to own him;
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone him.
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste, to bring him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary.

Hymn “Away in a Manger”
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes;
| love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Prayers of the People

Response to Prayer “Away in a Manger”
Be near me, Lord Jesus, | ask thee to stay

Close by me forever, and love me, | pray;
Bless al the dear children in thy tender care,
And fit for heaven to live with thee there.

arr. Clonger/Rhodes

Rev. Kim Armentrout

arr. Stratton/Courtney



Invitation to the Candle Lighting

Passing the Light

(Please tip your unlit candle to receive the flame. Then turn and allow the person beside
you fo tip their unlit candle to your flame. At the conclusion of worship, you may put your
candle in the bins by the exits. Please assist any young children with you.)

*Hymn “Silent Night”
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin, mother and child
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at thy sight;
Glories stream from heaven a far,
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluvia!l
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace;
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing,
Allelvia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

*Closing Prayer/Benediction

Postlude “A Christmas Sequence”

arr. Van der Pohl



Resilience

/re'ziléans/
noun

1. the ability to rise above life’s obstacles and grow even in the midst of adversity

Life can be hard. Everyday it seems as though we are bombarded with challenges that
seek to undo us. There are struggles around us and within us that threaten our well-
being. But these trials, although they must be faced, do not need to define us. We are
more than whatever obstacle we face.

A new worship series begins on January 5, 2025 that will help us grow in our ability to
be resilient.

The wise men are our first guides. They will show us how to resist things that seek to
harm us and others. From there we will explore the teachings of Jesus that show us
how to be rooted in our identity as a child of God, the importance of knowing our
purpose, and how to keep moving - despite our hardships.

Join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. at First United Methodist Church in person at
120 S. Broad St. Middletown, OH 45044 or online at www.myfumc.net



M Vossellia Dedisifiony

Given to the Glory of God

In Memory of:

Our ParentS....cccevvvivvvennn e
Our Parents & Loved Ones.......ccvvvveenvueen s

QU Parents. c.covvnicassievies

................. Lovingly placed by:

....John & Judy Andrews
...Swank &
...Alderton Family

.Margaret, Sue, & Charlotte

Anthony Ray Whisman Il We love & miss you.............

Anthony, Cynthia, Kalley & Matthew
Déde Pay.wcsnssivsonsmsviavissves
Our Loved Ones,....c..evvvnvenenn

...Mindy Day
- Sue & Janet
Sharyn & Wllham Edelen

Family & Friends ......
Our Loved Ones.......ceuvueen Darryl, Pastor Kim & Maya
Our Parents .........ccoeeuvevevenen. .. Mark & Vickie Frazer

Jessica Harris vuvvevvee e e e venn e

Our Parents ..
Dudley Inwood

Bill & Mav, Margaret & Joann Krelys

. Harris & Fugett Family
.. Gene & Lynda Goecke
... Sally Jo Inwood

Betsy & Marty Koval

Charhe & Robena & Cherle Egleston

Christine Krummrich .......
Other Loved Ones............
David Langworthy .......ccceeviei i vinvennene.
Marilyn Langworthy. s
Parents Kathryn & Victor Mackall........

Betsy & Marty Koval

: Ken, Pat, & Julia Krummrich
Ken, Pat, & Julia Krummrich

.. The Family
The Family
Charlene & Vicki

Grandmother, Lillian McDole & Aunt, Margaret Dute....

Nevm Markle
My Parents, Wllham F. & Carrle R. Maurer
Family&Friends...............................
Johiny NicholSivsismemis
William H. Schaeferlll ...............
et s e eenseneeeneeeeseee o0 SChaefer 1l Sue, & Nancy
Louis H: SKimming Ilsssvas sy
Ken Tucker............

EdnaiPaliner. .. oo cmusamssannes
Marilyn Langworthy ...........
David Langworthy .............
Wally Wright ..............
JACK CUITONE voressismnsmsansonsimasannns
Family...oouee i e

..Charlene & Vicki
. Dee Markle

Mary C Maurer
..Rose Morgan

......Mary Nichols
. Mr. & Mrs. William H.

Pat Skimming
...Carolyn & Family
. Her Family

. Lance & Barbara Weinrich
. Lance & Barbara Weinrich
................... Kathy, with love

Miss you. Love Kathy
.Phil & Sandy Yaple

Given to the Glory of God .....

In Honor of:

My Sisters, Margaret & Charlotte........

My Family ...

Virginia Jenklns & famlly

Our Children ..

Our Children & Grandchlldren

Patty & Dave McGraw .......covevvevvenvune
Our Children & Grandchildren ..
Mary Ellen linard... ... cevveeenveenvnenn .
JimGayhart... oo veeii i
Carolyn TucKersswnsmsmsnssinyg
Phil & Sandy Yaple... .............
Juanita & Norm Harsh.......cco oo ennee
Family & Friends .......coo v ven v cvn v,
Family 8:Eriends umasvssnvsmsnsmnnigs
GarolynTuCKe . s ssvsansmmsvevisssessssisaes
Eriends & Family...s sussve sxvsnosnonsns

..... Lovingly placed by:

..Sue Crain
3 .. Sue Crain
Sharyn &Wlham Edelen

...Mark & Vickie Frazer
...Gene & Lynda Goecke
Craver & Harsh
... John & Barb Hoffman
. Virginia Jenkins
Virginia Jenkins
Virginia Jenkins

........... Virginia Jenkins

Patty & David
Rose Morgan
Imogene Orts
Her Family
Phil & Sandy Yaple

Poinsettias may be taken home after the Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service




Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from the Staff!

Senior Pastor Rev. Kim Armentrout
Associate Pastor Rev. Daniel Cardenas
Director of Worship Mary Ellen Clinard
Building Superintendent  Greg Cooper

Office Manager Pam Fugett
Treasurer Betsy Koval

Financial Secretary Susan Beagle

f |
I rS t 120 S. Broad St, Middletown, OH 45044

C h u rC h 513.423.4629| office@myfumc.net

MIDDLETOWN
a united methodist Comminity www.myfumec.net



